Town of Shady Shores

4th Quarter 2020

Happy Fall Shady Shores residents!
The weather is changing and the leaves are falling; here comes
fall!
The Town is seeing increased interest in developing various
open areas of the Town and next to the Town. The Town has
ordinances and laws that affect how these developments can
happen. These ordinances and laws are governed by the framework of the state laws that apply to Towns and Cities in Texas.
The State grants certain powers and places certain restrictions
based on the type of municipality. Shady Shores is a Type A
General Law Town. Below are a few brief definitions to help with
a discussion about new developments in Shady Shores. (Longer
definitions can be found on the Shady Shores web-site in the
Shady Shores development presentation).
Zoning ordinance defines how property in specific geographic
zones can be used; lot size, commercial vs residential, structure
size. Subdivision ordinance regulates infrastructure improvements, drainage improvements and promotes quality development. Extra-territorial jurisdiction (ETJ) buffer areas located just
outside of the Town limits. The Town has limited ability to regulate in the ETJ, it cannot regulate zoning ordinances and other
Town ordinances except for the subdivision ordinance. Development agreement - voluntary contract between a local jurisdiction
and the property owner in the ETJ. Annexation - process to bring
adjacent areas into the municipality. Type A General Law Cities,
like Shady Shores, may annex property under certain conditions,
upon petition of the land-owner. Shady Shores cannot unilaterally annex property in the ETJ
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Plots of land inside the Town limits are governed by the subdivision and zoning ordinances. Zoning for most of the Town is
residential, .5 acre lots, and minimum house sizes of 2000
square feet. Some areas of Town can be changed to the Historical zoning which will enable small lots to be developed. ETJ
plots have no legal requirement for the developer to agree to
follow the Town’s zoning requirements, enter into a development agreement annexation or any other voluntary requirements. In the absence of a development agreement, the developer could use the ETJ property for any desired use including
commercial, industrial, multi family or dense single family.
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TOWN HALL HOLIDAY
CLOSINGS
Town Hall will be closed as
follows:
Thursday November 26th
and Friday November 27th
for Thanksgiving
Thursday, December 24th,
Friday December 25th and
Monday , December 28th for
Christmas.

Message from the Mayor continued . . .

Developments within the Town limits follow a process which includes the presentation
and approval of a preliminary plat, presentation and approval of a final plat, and building permits for each of the homes. These plats will include many items such as draining studies and plans, and infrastructure plans. During the process, the developers can
work with the Town Engineer to ensure that they provide the appropriate materials for
presentation. The first presentation is to the Planning and Zoning committee who will
approve or deny. If approved, the next review is with the Town Council who can approve or deny. If the Town does not work through the process within set time periods
as outlined in state law, the plat will be considered approved. It is very important for
the Town to complete the process in a timely manner.
Because the ETJ areas are not as regulated by the Town, it is handled differently. The
Town has several ETJ plots of land. One plot, near the Cielo Ranch subdivision, is being purchased by a developer. This developer has entered into a development agreement with the Town (approved by the Council on 10/12/ 2020). The Town gave some
considerations to the developer on lot size, side setbacks and entrance requirements,
while the developer agreed to a limit on the number of homes, building materials, minimum structure sizes, requesting annexation into the Town, underground utilities, platting, design, construction and inspections by the Town. They submitted and the Council approved a preliminary plat on 11/09/2020. They requested to be annexed and the
Council approved their annexation on 11/09/2020. This is an example of working
through the process of development in the ETJ.

As land in Shady Shores is sold and new developments start, you can stay informed
by attending Council and Planning and Zoning meetings, sign up for email blasts on
the Shady Shores website, read the Town Newsletter, watch for notifications on the
sign at Town Hall, and check the Town website for updates.
Hope to see you at Council meetings (virtual or in attendance).
~Cindy
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KEEP SHADY SHORES BEAUTIFUL
The Keep Shady Shores Beautiful Committee has been working hard to make improvements to Olive’s
Garden which is located adjacent to the Community Center. The initial project will consist of a walking
track and Butterfly Garden.
WHY?
In order to encourage native landscape practices and help preserve our local landscape, an overall garden is planned to encourage native landscaping. Native plants are drought-tolerant, and naturally conserve our water resources, they do not need special pampering or fertilizing, and provide habitat and
food for birds, butterflies, bees, and other wildlife. This plan and project satisfies the requirements of our
Town’s MS4 stormwater permit and gives us the opportunity to provide educational experiences for residents and school groups that are within the community. The Butterfly Garden and walking track is Phase
1 of the project. As you know, there are not many sidewalks available in Shady Shores, so the walking
track, which will be .25 miles, will offer a place for those who wish to exercise safely while enjoying the
native landscaping.
HOW WILL WE PAY FOR IT?
The project has been planned to be completed in stages, paid for through fundraising efforts. The Keep
Shady Shores Beautiful Group will be selling memorial bricks to fund the project. Tax deductible donations can also be made to the project. For more information please contact Wendy Withers. To purchase
a brick, you can visit the website . Bricks are $30 each and a great way to memorialize your loved ones
and beautify your town.
WHEN WILL THE PROJECT BEGIN?
The initial phase of the project is scheduled to begin in spring of 2021.
HOW CAN I HELP?
Join us at the Keep Shady Shores Beautiful Meetings on the first Monday of every month. Look for volunteer opportunities as they come up to plant and maintain the Gardens.
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BUILDING PERMITS
REQUIRED

Just a reminder:
Any changes or modifications to your home, yard,
roof, fence, driveway, etc.
requires a building permit. If you are unsure or
have any questions, about
the regulations regarding
building permits, please
call Town Hall at 940498-0044.

Town staff is available to
answer questions and
help with obtaining permits Monday thru Friday
from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm.
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LAKE CITIES COMMUNITY FOOD PANTRY
FOOD DRIVE—SATURDAY NOVEMBER 14
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HAPPENINGS AT THE LAKE DALLAS PUBLIC LIBRARY
Your Lake Dallas Public Library has recently developed a page for distance and homeschool
learning called Learn And Discover. This page currently features information on online tutoring and homeschool / distance learning resources for children and teens. Staff are working to
expand this information to include infants/toddlers and Adults. This page also links to the new
homeschool curriculum recently purchased by the Library including Gather Round and Math
Mammoth. The Library will be expanding their homeschool curriculum thanks to a $3,000
grant from Republic Services set to come through by the end of 2020.

The month of November is National Novel Writing
Month and this year, the Lake Public Library is hosting
their own NaNoWriMo events, including Write-Ins and
an author talk. Participants can sign up for the events by
visiting lakedallas.com/NaNoWriMo and clicking on the
Sign Up Form Link. The first online Write-In is November 3 at 5:30 PM and the subsequent Write-Ins will be on
Tuesdays during November at 5:30 PM via Zoom. The
link for the meetings and the Google Drive where participants can share their work are also located on the website.

Lucy Phillips, who formerly did the preschool aged Storytime at Shady Shores Elementary,
has volunteered her services with the Lake Dallas Public Library to provide in person Storytime to the families of the Lake Cities. Storytime is an early literacy program that promotes literacy through print recognition, developing phonological awareness, practice fine
motor skills, and increased oral communication. This program is every Thursday at 10:30
a.m. and is best suited for ages 3 – 6.
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During the pandemic, Library Staff moved their English as a Second Language class online to Mondays at 12
PM. As the Library reopens, they are asking the community for their feedback about what they would like to
learn during these lessons, what days and times work best, and if they would prefer to continue taking classes
online or would like to transition back to in person classes. This survey is being provided to the current students
who attend online and to the community as a whole so that Library Staff can better understand the needs of the
non-English speaking community in Lake Dallas and the surrounding communities. In addition, Library Staff
are reaching out to local places of Worship that have non-English speaking parishioners in hopes of reaching
the people most in need of this service. This survey can be located at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
LDPLESL.

Your Library staff was recently awarded entrance into the Texas State Library and Archives Commission Library
Technology Academy. This Academy is an 8 week intensive training program from the Texas State Library and
Archives Commission (TSLAC) to educate and prepare public library staff to be strategic managers of their library’s technology. It uses an intuitive online learning platform to enable library staff more time, guidance, and
individualized attention to support technology planning and management. This 8-week online training is led by
nationally-known technology trainer, Carson Block, and is unique to Texas and its focus on small and rural libraries. Director McAdams and one part-time Library Staff Member (as required by the Academy) will attend
the Academy and develop a project and strategy for utilizing the $10,000 technology funding. They also hope to
build out a comprehensive strategy and plan for replacing and updating the technology currently utilized by
community members in the Library, stream-lining future technology CIP budgeting.
With the addition of new staff members, the Lake Dallas Public Library as revamped their Personal Librarian
page to feature the expertise of their newest staff. These new genres that Library Staff can provide referral and
references services in are juvenile fiction, picture books, juvenile historical fiction, romance, global fiction, history, philosophy, LGBTQ literature, and poetry. To receive your recommendations for new titles and authors to
learn from and enjoy, visit lakedallas.com/PersonalLibrarian.
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